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Abstract 
The goal of my senior project was to infonn more students majoring in 
agriculture-related areas that studying abroad is both possible and beneficial. Because of 
its speed and ability to reach large numbers of people, I decided to use the Internet as my 
medium for communication 
My inspiration for this project was my semester abroad in Sweden in spring of 
2003. That experience was an incredible opportunity for personal growth, education, and 
lifetime friendships. It will also set me apart from others in applications for professional 
schools by proving my adaptability and perseverance. On my website, I have pictures 
and text to explain what a semester abroad entails and the impact it had on my life. I also 
included some advice for making the most of a study abroad experience. 
My initial step in this process was creating and distributing a survey to detennine 
why more agriculture students do not study abroad and how the University could 
encourage studying abroad. My results are summarized on the website. From the survey, 
the top two ways that UT could further encourage studying abroad among its students 
were to offer more financial aid and to better infonn students of the study abroad 
opportunities available. Responding to those results, I developed a section with links to 
study abroad programs with agriculture-related coursework, including four ISEP 
(International Student Exchange Program) exchanges and CASNR's own study abroad 
programs. 
After all research and preliminary work was done, I put together the website. The 
finished website has four main areas-links to study abroad programs catering to 
agriculture students, results of the study abroad survey, advice for students, and my 
exchange in Sweden. 
INTRODUCTION 
The goal of my senior project was to inform students majoring in agriculture-
related areas that studying abroad is both possible and beneficial. Because of its speed 
and ability to reach large numbers of people, I decided to use the Internet as my medium 
for communication. 
My inspiration for this project was my semester abroad in Sweden in spring of 
2003. That experience was an incredible oppOltunity for personal growth, education, and 
lifetime friendships. It will also set me apart from others in applications for professional 
schools by proving my adaptability and perseverance. That semester was a once-in-a-
lifetime adventure for me, and I want everyone to realize that it is a possibility for them 
as well. 
METHODS 
My first step in this project was creating and distributing a survey to determine 
why more agriculture students do not study abroad and how the University could 
encourage studying abroad (See Document 1). This survey was distributed on two 
separate dates at a booth for students interested in studying abroad. The first date was on 
September 30,2003 at the UT Study Abroad Fair held in the University Center at the 
University of Tennessee. The second set of data was collected on October 8, 2003 at the 
CASNR Career Fair held in Hollingsworth Auditorium at the University of Tennessee. 
An Excel spreadsheet was used to analyze the completed surveys. My results are 
summarized in Data Table 1 and on the website. 
RESULTS 
Because the surveys were filled out on a voluntary basis, there were only 28 total 
surveys collected from both of the days that they were distributed. This lack of interest 
was not only in the survey; it was in the study abroad booth in general. 
One of the reasons that the surveys were filled out on a voluntary basis at a study 
abroad booth was to profile the students who are usually interested in study abroad 
opportunities. The survey contained some personal information so that the College of 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (CASNR) would know which students to 
target when planning in-class presentations for its study abroad programs, when trying to 
distribute fliers, etc. Out of the students who filled out the survey, 71 % were female. 
85% of them were undergraduate students and 15% of them were graduate students. The 
average amount of college completed for undergraduate students was 2.5 years. 41 % of 
the students were animal science/pre-vet majors, 14% were agricultural economics 
majors, and 9% were plant science majors. Other undergraduate students listed majors 
on the survey, but these majors seemed random and thus did not signify any large trends. 
Besides determining which students were generally interested in study abroad 
opportunities, the survey also acknowledged which methods of information dissemination 
were working for the CASNR study abroad programs. E-mail and bulletin boards were 
most frequently listed as a source of information about study abroad opportunities, with 
74% of the students receiving information about the CASNR programs through these 
methods. The other methods were also working well. Faculty members were the second-
most frequently listed source of information among 44% of the students, and friends were 
third with 39%. Student seminars and classroom presentations were both equally as 
effective, with 30% of the students reporting them as a source of information. Most 
students listed more than one source of influence, evidenced by the percentages given. 
The average number of sources of information each student listed was 3. Logically, 
larger numbers of influential sources pointing to a given behavior will likely increase the 
likelihood of undertaking that behavior. Because the students participating in the survey 
visited the CASNR programs abroad table, it can be assumed that they were interested in 
these programs. Therefore, the survey suggests that it takes around 3 sources of 
information to reach a student about available studying abroad programs. 
F or other study abroad programs outside of the CASNR programs, students said 
that UT faculty and staff did the best job of informing the students. Half of the students 
completing the survey claimed that UT faculty and staff made them aware of study 
abroad opportunities. Friends and e-mail were the next most influential categories at 
29%. Twenty five percent of students heard about studying abroad through a peer who 
had been abroad, and 18% were informed through a classroom presentation. 
Students were motivated to study abroad for a variety of reasons. The highest 
motivator for students was new experience and travel, at 64%. More than half of the 
students said that the potential for personal growth encouraged them, and 43% claimed 
UT faculty and staff encouraged them to study abroad. 
The top three things discouraging students from studying abroad were money 
(86%), class availability/credit transfer issues (39%), and parents (18%). When stressing 
ways that UT could better encourage its students to study abroad, students cited financial 
aid and scholarship as the number one way to improve student participation in those 
programs. Secondly, the students completing the survey stressed a need to better infonn 
students of the programs available. 
86% of the students were interested in a semester abroad program. This figure 
seems surprising considering what a small percentage actually participate in such a 
program. However, it must be considered that the students completing the questionnaire 
either attended an international fair or came to a study abroad booth at a career fair. They 
were interested, whereas the masses were likely not as interested. These students ranked 
Australia, New Zealand, Thailand, Gennany, Ireland, and Japan as their preferred 
locations to spend a semester outside of the US. 
The top reason for wanting to participate in a study abroad program was to 
increase understanding or experience in the student's field of study (27%). Other popular 
reasons to study abroad were to learn about a different culture (20%), to have new 
experiences (17%), and to acquire new knowledge (10%). 
CONCLUSION 
This survey was only distributed at a booth for students interested in studying 
abroad. As a result, it did not accurately represent the opinion of all students at UT; 
however, it did provide some insight into the study abroad decision-making process for 
those students who are interested in pursuing this path in their academic career. 
An important thing to consider for this survey is the reason for such a small 
sample size. The turnout could have been low at the first event because it was on the 
main campus, and not many of the CASNR students were there to stop by. At the second 
event, very few people showed interest, possibly because they were looking for careers or 
jobs and not ways to spend money. The interest could also have been low because not 
many people are interested in study abroad opportunities and that it takes a certain, rather 
rare type of individual to pursue them. In this case, hopefully the survey allowed 
CASNR to better profile potentially interested students. As stated previously, the 
students were mostly females between their sophomore and junior years. Most of the 
interested students were either animal science/pre-vet majors or agricultural economics 
majors. The best ways to target these students were bye-mail, bulletin boards, and 
through faculty. 
The top two ways that UT could further encourage studying abroad among its 
students would be to offer more financial aid and to better infonn the students about 
study abroad opportunities. These suggestions made up 59% of the student suggestions. 
From this segment of students, 91 % were interested in both CASNR study abroad 
opportunities and semester abroad programs, and 9% were solely interested in CASNR 
study abroad opportunities. Perhaps UT and CASNR should consider increasing and 
publicizing the financial support available for students abroad. Another alternative would 
be to heavily advertise affordable alternatives, such as ISEP (International Student 
Exchange Program), in which students simply pay their university tuition, room, and 
board as usual and then attend another ISEP university abroad. The only extra payment 
would be the plane ticket and ISEP application fees. 
Because money and infonnation seem to be a problem, I developed a page with 
links to study abroad opportunities with agriculture-related coursework, including four 
ISEP (International Student Exchange Program) exchanges and CASNR's own study 
abroad programs. With the four ISEP universities, I also have a link to course 
infonnation for international students, which is often very difficult for students to locate. 
After students had spent time filling out the survey fonns, I thought it was 
appropriate to post the results so that they could view them on my website. Also, as 
indicated by the survey, making the decision to study abroad brings about some 
interesting, often-conflicting emotions. For example, being away from friends can 
discourage someone from studying abroad, while at the same time his or her thirst for 
new experiences and travel is creating a desire to study abroad. Someone struggling with 
these conflicting emotions can benefit by seeing from the survey results that other 
students feel similarly about studying abroad. 
I also thought that an advice page to give some tips for students plmming to study 
abroad was necessary. In this page, my intent was for students to make the most of their 
time abroad. As a student who has studied abroad before, I had a few tips to pass on. I 
also gave my e-mail address on this web page because 93% of students from the survey 
said that it be helpful to talk to a student who has studied abroad while preparing to study 
abroad. I also think it would be beneficial for UT to start a program in which students 
who had studied abroad mentored students who will study abroad and who are abroad. 
This development would allow students who had been abroad to share their experiences 
with an interested audience and to help that audience at the same time. Perhaps this 
program could also include some financial incentives. 
My journal and pictures pages are a last attempt to explain to students how much 
studying abroad changed my life for the better and allowed me to have fun in the process. 
Perhaps seeing what a "typical" study abroad experience is like and becoming acquainted 
with my life in Sweden will further encourage students to pursue their own overseas 
adventures. 
So, in response to all the research and preliminary work, the website 
(http://web .utk.edU/~kbrown19!) was created. It has four main areas-links to study 
abroad programs catering to agriculture students, results ofthe study abroad survey, 
advice for students, and my exchange in Sweden. 
DOCUMENT 1 
Study Abroad Survey-September 30, 2003 
Distributed by the International Programs for Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Screening question : are you over age 18? _ Yes _ No (no further questions asked) 
Gender: female or male 
How did you find out about opportunities for studying abroad? (circle all that apply) 
A) Parents/family B) friends C) UT faculty/staff D) a peer who has studied abroad 
E) Web site F) email G) Center for International Education H) class presentation I) Other ____ _ 
Have you ever visited the Center for International Education's Programs Abroad Office? 
__ Yes __ No 
Are you interested in a semester abroad program? 
__ Yes In what country(ies) or No 
Circle all of the following people or reasons that have encouraged you to study abroad. 
A) Parents/family B) friends C) UT faculty/staff D) seeking personal growth 
E) Opportunities for new experiences/travel F) Other _______ _ 
Circle any of the following reasons that might discourage you from studying abroad. 
A)Parents/family B) friends C) class availability/credit transfer issues 
D) fear of experiencing other cultures E) travel anxieties F) money G) Other ___ _ 
Circle any or all of the following that you would look to for emotional/psychological support while preparing for and studying 
abroad. 
A) Parents/family B) friends C) UT faculty/staff D) a peer who has studied abroad 
E) a new friend you meet while studying abroad F) Other ____ _ 
Would it be helpful to talk to a student who has studied abroad while making your decision? 
__ Yes __ No 
What else could the University do to encourage its students to study abroad? ______________ _ 
What would you hope to gain from studying abroad? _______________________ _ 
Major: ___ _ Grad or Undergrad ___ _ (year in school __ _ 
For Students ~ho are Majors within the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (CASNR) 
Have you received/seen/heard of study abroad opportunities from CASNR from the following sources. Please circle all that 
apply. 
A) E-mail B) Announcements on bulletin boards C) Student seminars D) Classroom presentations 
E) Friends F) Faculty 
Total Number of Surveys=28 
1. Are you over age 18? 
2. Gender (O=Male, 1=Female) 
3. Did you find out about 
opportunities for studying abroad 
from parents/family? 
4. Did you find out about 
opportunities for studying abroad 
from friends? 
5. Did you find out about 
opportunities for studying abroad 
from UT faculty/staff? 
6. Did you find out about 
opportunities for studying abroad 
from a peer who has studied abroad? 
7. Did you find out about 
opportunities for studying abroad 
from a Web site? 
8. Did you find out about 
opportunities for studying abroad 
from e-mail? 
9. Did you find out about 
opportunities for studying abroad 
from Center for International 
Education? 
10. Did you find out about 
opportunities for studying abroad 
from a class presentation? 
DATA TABLE 1 
STUDY ABROAD SURVEY RESULTS 
Percentage Yes or No 
Yes No 
100% 0% 









11 . Did you find out about 
opportunities for studying abroad 
from another source? 
12. Have you ever visited the Center 
for International Education's 
Programs Abroad Office? 
13. Are you interested in a semester 
abroad program? 
14. Have you been encouraged to 
study abroad by parents/family? 
15. Have you been encouraged to 
study abroad by friends? 
16. Have you been encouraged to 
study abroad by UT faculty/staff? 
17. Have you been encouraged to 
study abroad by a desire to seek 
personal growth? 
18. Have you been encouraged to 
study abroad by a desire for the 
opportunities for new 
experiences/travel? 
19. Have you been encouraged to 
study abroad by another source? 
20. Have you been discouraged from 





















21 . Have you been discouraged from 
studying abroad by friends? 
22. Have you been discouraged from 
studying abroad by class 
availability/credit transfer issues? 
23. Have you been discouraged from 
studying abroad by a fear of 
experiencing other cultures? 
24. Have you been discouraged from 
studying abroad by travel anxieties? 
25. Have you been discouraged from 
studying abroad by money? 
26. Have you been discouraged from 
studying abroad by another source? 
27. While preparing for and studying 
abroad, would you seek 
emotional/psychological support from 
your parents/family? 
28. While preparing for and studying 
abroad , would you seek 
emotional/psychological support from 
your friends? 
29. While preparing for and studying 
abroad, would you seek 




















30. While preparing for and studying 
abroad, would you seek 
emotional/psychological support from 
a peer who has studied abroad? 
31 . While preparing for and studying 
abroad, would you seek 
emotional/psychological support from 
a new friend you meet while studying 
abroad? 
32. While preparing for and studying 
abroad , would you seek 
emotional/psychological support from 
another source? 
33. Would it be helpful to talk to a 
student who has studied abroad 
while making your decision? 
34. Are you an undergraduate 
student or a graduate student? 
(O=undergraduate, 1 =graduate) 
35. If an undergraduate student, 
what year in school are you? (1-
freshman , 2-sophomore, 3-junior, 4-
senior) 
36. For students who are majors 
within CASNR, have you 
received/seen/heard of study abroad 
opportunities from CASNR from e-
mail? 
37. For students who are majors 
within CASNR, have you 
received/seen/heard of study abroad 
opportunities from CASNR from 
announcements on bulletin boards? 
38. For students who are majors 
within CASNR, have you 
received/seen/heard of study abroad 











39. For students who are majors 
within CASNR, have you 
received/seen/heard of study abroad 
opportunities from CASNR from 
classroom presentations? 
40. For students who are majors 
within CASNR, have you 
received/seen/heard of study abroad 
opportunities from CASNR from 
friends? 
41 . For students who are majors 
within CASNR, have you 
received/seen/heard of study abroad 








More female students interested in studying abroad - 71 .43% of those participating in the survey were 
female 
Ways that Students Find Out About Studying Abroad 
1. UT Faculty/Staff- 50% 
2. Friends- 28.7% 
2. E-mail- 28.7% 
3. A peer who has studied abroad- 25% 
4. Class presentation- 17.9% 
5. Parents/Family- 14.3% 
5. Website- 14.3% 
6. Center for International Education- 10.7% 
7. Other- 10.7% 
Students who have visited the Center for International Education's Programs Abroad Office- 21.4% 
Students interested in a semester abroad program- 85.7% 
Reasons that students are encouraged to study abroad 
1. New experienceslTravel- 64.3% 
2. Personal Growth- 57.1 % 
3. UT faculty/staff- 42.9% 
4. Parents/family- 39.3% 
4. Friends- 39.3% 
5. Another source- 3.57% 
Reasons that students are discouraged from studying abroad 
1. Money- 85.7% 
2. Class availability/credit transfer issues- 39.3% 
3. Parents/Family- 17.9% 
4. Travel Anxieties- 10.7% 
5. Friends-7.1% 
6. Another sourve- 0% 
Sources of emotional/psychological support 
1. Friends- 82.1 % 
2. Parents- 75% 
3. UT Faculty/staff- 39.3% 
3. Peer who has studied abroad- 39.3% . 
3. A new friend you meet while studying abroad- 39.3% 
92.9% say that it be helpful to talk to a student who has studied abroad while making their decision. 
Of the students taking the survey, 84.6% of them were undergraduate students and 15.4% of them were 
graduate students. 
Of the undergraduates taking the survey, the average amount of time they'd been in college was 
2.5 years. 
UT College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (CASNR) has several study abroad. 
opportunities that it offers 
Ways that agriculture students have found out about CASNR opportunities 
1. E-mail- 73.9% 
1. Bulletin Boards- 73.9% 
2. Faculty- 43.5% 
3. Friends- 39.1 % 
4. Student seminars- 30.4% 
4. Classroom presentations- 30.4% 
Of the students that wanted to do a semester abroad , 40 countries were requested . 
Ranked according to interest level 
1. Australia- 15% 
2. New Zealand- 10% 
2. Thailand- 10% 
3. Germany- 7.5% 
3. Ireland- 7.5% 
3. Japan- 7.5% 
3. No preference- 7.5% 
4. England- 5% 
4. Greece- 5% 
4. Jamaica- 5% 
4. Spain- 5% 
5. Africa- 2.5% 
5. Arabia- 2.5% 
5. Mexico- 2.5% 
5. Nepal- 2.5% 
5. Scotland- 2.5% 
5. Wales- 2.5% 
Majors of the students completing the survey 
1. Animal Science and Pre-Vet- 40.9% 
2. Ag Econ- 13.6% 
3. Plant Science- 9.1 % 
4. Business- 4.5% 
4. Environmental Studies- 4.5% 
4. Food Science Technology- 4.5% 
4. Horticulture- 4.5% 
4. Journalism- 4.5% 
4. Pre-med- 4.5% 
4. Soil Science- 4.5% 
4. Undeclared- 4.5% 
Suggestions to the University for encouraging its students to study abroad 
Of the suggestions received , the most popular involved giving financial aid/scholarships for studying 
abroad and better informing the students and publicizing the opporunities available. 
These suggestions made up 58.8% of the student suggestions. 
The rest are listed below: 
Offer more countrieslWider range of time 
Promote class transfer, smoother transition 
Include information in catalogs with courses, readily available information in student publications. 
Show how programs apply to all majors and areas of study 
Work on getting UT's semesters to correspond to abroad semesters better. 
More transfer credit 
Get advisors to encourage it. 
Hold interest meetings for each location 
What students hope to gain from studying abroad. 
1. Increase understanding/experience in their field of study- 26.7% 
2. Learning about a different culture- 20% 
3. New experiences- 16.7% 
4. New knowledge- 10% 
4. Meeting new people- 10% 
5. New perspective/appreciation of the US- 3.3% 
5. New perspective of the world- 3.3% 
5. Independence- 3.3% 
5. Personal growth- 3.3% 
5. Language skills- 3.3% 
All additional comments had to do with reasons that students could not go abroad . 
These reasons were money, serious boyfriend, and year in school. 
